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McClain Patent 
ANTI-THEFT DEVICE FOR BIG GAME SURVEILLANCE CAMERA 

Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to providing security for camera systems 
deployed in locations frequented by wildlife, particularly in areas where big 
game prey such as deer are likely to be found. 
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Background of the Invention 
Camera systems for wildlife surveillance generally include a motion 
detector which detects motion of a prey animal and activates a camera focused 
on the location of the. animal. Various other devices may be provided, in these 

10 systems for performance of functions such as adjustment of the operating 
range of the camera and control of delay times and sensitivity. In a typical 
application the camera system is attached to a tree approximately two feet off 
the ground and is left in this position for photographing all big wild game- 
movement in the area. A hunter is consequently informed of which big game 

15 animals are present in a designated hunting site without spending a, lot of time . 
in the woods. These camera systems are very expensive and are readily 
accessible to a thief using a minimum effort with widely available tools. Prior 
security devices generally are based on use of chains, cables and padlocks, 
which are easily circumvented by use of bolt cutters or hacksaws.. An anti- 

20 theft device that provides more of an impediment to the thief is therefore 
needed. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention is directed to an anti-theft device for protection 
of a wildlife surveillance camera deployed in a big game habitat. The device 
comprises a strong external housing enclosing the camera from all sides and 
5 overlapping the camera in front so that the camera can not be removed v^ithout 
first removing or destroying the housing. Protection is provided by securing ., 
the housing to a tree v.ith two lag bolts extending through holes in bent-over 
brackets in parallel relation to the tree. Both of the lag bolts are substantially, 
hidden from view when installed and are inaccessible to tools such as 
10 hacksaws and bolt clippers. A first bracket, adjacent a lower side of .the 
housing, is bent over at a right angle toward the inside of the housing and has 
a keyhole opening allowing the bracket to be hooked over the head of a lag bolt 
in place in the tree. This bolt is inaccessible and out of sight under the 
housing. A second bracket is bent upward at the back end of the housing top, 
15 this bracket thus being located outside of the housing. A second lag bolt 
connects this bracket to the tree, this bolt passing directly through an opening 
in the bracket. A plug lock and a receptacle in the form of a hub in which the 
lock is engaged are located in position to conceal and prevent access to the 
second bolt. Removal of the camera and other components of a surveillance 
20 system is made substantially more difficult by this device. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide improved security 
for big game surveillance camera systems deployed at hunting sites. 
Another object is to provide an anti-theft device for camera systems wherein 
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• 

bolts connecting the device to a tree are rendered inaccessible for being 
disabled or removed. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be apparent from 
the following description and the appended claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an anti-theft device taken from a front 
corner, with a camera system on a tree shown in dashed lines adjacent to the 
device. 

10 Fig. 2 is a side view, partly in section and partly in dashed lines, showing 

the device installed over a camera in a tree. 

Fig. 3 is a front view of the device, partly in dashed lines. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a device, taken from a front comer and 
showing a lower bracket in dashed lines. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Referring to Fig. 1 of the drawings, there is shown an anti-theft 
device 10 alongside a surveillance camera system 12, which is installed on a 
tree 14 and supported by a strap 15. The device takes the form of a hollow 
20 housing generally rectangular in shape having a front side 16 with an open 
space 18 in front of working parts of the camera and a frame 24 extending 
around the front, the frame overlapping the camera and preventing it from, 
being removed. 



3 



The top 23 has a folded-over extension 20 forming a bracket disposed 
at a right angle to the top and parallel to the tree. A hole 35 (Fig. .2) extends 
through the bracket 20 enabling screwing a lag bolt 34 into the tree. This lag 
bolt is hidden from sight and is made inaccessible by means of a receptacle in 
5 the form of a hub 30 rigidly connected to the bracket 20 The hub has an 
opening 40 at its outer end, into which a plug lock 22 is inserted to deny 
access to the head of the lag bolt from the outside. A catch 38 mounted on 
outer wall 36 of the plug engages the hub at a slot 56. Locking and unlocking 
of the plug lock is carried out by means of a key 42. 
.0 Bottom 45 (Fig. 2) of the housing has a folded-over extension 44 

providing a bracket having an opening 54 (Fig. 3) through which a lag bolt 46 
extends, this lag bolt being located inside of the housing and inaccessible for 
loosening or being removed. As shown in Fig.3. opening 54 has a wide round 
portion through which the head 49 of a lag bolt may be passed and an- 
15 elongated, upwardly extending and narrower channef 52. This allows the 
lower bracket to be hooked over the bolt head and pulled downward to the end 
of the channel, placing the upper bracket in proper position for screwing in 
the upper lag bolt. Placement of the lower bracket in the correct position 
requires that the lower lag bolt 46 be left only partly tightened so that the 
20 bracket will fit loose enough to be moved under the bolt head. 

As shown in Fig. 4, left and right side housing portions 26 and 27 
may each include a triangular extension terminating at a point 28, 29 at a 
middle location. These portions may provide more shielding against attempts 
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at tampering applied from the side. For larger trees the points would be driven 
into the tree, and for smaller trees the pointed areas would be forcibly bent 
and partially wrapped around the tree. 

Once the housing is mounted in place over the camera, the presence 
of the housing prevents access to the camera for purposes of servicing or 
removal and replacement of film and batteries as required. Thus, removal of 
the housing by unlocking the plug lock, unscrewing the upper lag bolt and 
lifting the housing off of the lower lag bolt would be necessary to allow opening 
of the camera. 

While the invention is described above with regard to a specific 
embodiment, it is not to be understood as limited to details of that 
embodiment, but is limited only as indicated by the appended claims. 
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